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The good news: You may recall that we 
made a deputation to Waterloo Regional Council on their 
proposed hike of more than 127% for development 
charges. Our voice was heard because the Region then 
voted to increase development charges by only 64.7%. 
(Not a happy figure, but better than the proposed hike.) 
They also deferred the implementation of the charges to 
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Women in 
Construction Golf 

Tournament on 
August 13. 
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January 2010 instead of July 1, 2009.  
 
Now for the bad news:  The Region has the option of 
revisiting this amount in January, and could easily choose 
to vote to increase it. The GVCA, in our advocacy role, will 
certainly be watching and questioning them if they choose 
to do this. 
  
The GVCA also made a presentation to the City of 
Kitchener on their proposed development charges that 
calls for a 193% increase in suburban areas and 35% in 
central neighbourhoods. Yes, you read that correctly - a 
193% increase.  The Chamber of Commerce of Kitchener-
Waterloo has made a similar presentation urging the city 
to phase in any new charges over a period of time. GVCA 
pointed out the obvious in that there is a lot of existing 
commercial and industrial space currently available and 
the fact that other cities have fewer fees for developers.   
 
Last year, however, Guelph was able to put through a fee 
hike, as did Waterloo. Now Kitchener has followed suit; 
the City has announced that effective January 2010, the 
rates will be increased in the amounts they proposed.The 
non-residential calculated charge $m2 will be $21.4 3 
for central neighbourhoods and $49.66 for suburban 
areas.  
 
Of course, most of us in the construction industry are not 
happy, but these hikes could be as a result of 
extraordinarily low fees in the past for development in 
Kitchener. Unfortunately, this "catch up" is hitting us hard 
in an already weak economy. I welcome any input and 
feedback on this. Please email me at mgeorge@gvca.org. 
 
Where's the Government Cash Going?  
You may be wondering about all the cash that the Feds 
and the Provincial governments are earmarking for 
construction projects.  
 
Now you can find out. The Federal Government is inviting 
you to attend briefings on the Accelerated Infrastructure 
Program (AIP) for projects in Ontario.  
 
These briefings will highlight the opportunities within this 
two- year program, which covers a wide range of capital 
and infrastructure projects that require contracts across a 
full range of goods and services.  Representatives from 
Public Works and Government Services Canada 
(PWGSC) will provide an overview of the department's 

Register Today.  
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role in the implementation of the AIP in Ontario. 
  
PWGSC will also present information on how the 
Office of Small and Medium Enterprises (OSME) can 
assist and inform suppliers about the Government of  
Canada procurement process and how suppliers can 
search for business opportunities .   
 
Check out the GVCA Crystal Ball report for listings of 
projects. 
 
Date: Several Sessions - July 10 is  fully booked, we will 
inform you of the next upcoming date as soon as possible. 
 
Time: 9 am-12:00 noon 
Cost :  Free 
 
Please RSVP to the Administrator, Office of the Small and 
Medium Enterprises, PWGSC @ 1-800-668-5378 or  
ont.osme-bpme@pwgsc-tpsgc.ca       
 
How to Bid on Government Projects  
Want to know more about how you can bid on Provincial 
Government projects?  Well now you can learn. 
 
The Ontario Realty Corporation (ORC) is a major client of 
Ontario's building design and construction industry.  Over 
the past 18 months the ORC has updated its project 
delivery practices, working in consultation with the Ontario 
General Contractors Association, Consulting Engineers of 
Ontario, the Ontario Association of Architects and the 
Association of Registered Interior Designers of Ontario 
through a liaison committee called the Strategic 
Opportunities Committee.  
 
GVCA will be hosting a session for members on 
August 11, 2009 at the Cambridge Conference Centre 
at 3:00 pm.  This 2.5 hour session will include tim e for 
discussion and questions .   
 
Pre registration is required.  To register email   
ORCCambridge@strategies4impact.com  
 

 Sincerely, 

 
Martha George, P.GSC 
President, GVCA 

�
����	
�������������	
�������������	
�������������	
��������� �

�

Golf is fun and an 
essential part of 

business 
networking.   

 
 
It's not just for the 
"boys" anymore. The 
WinC (Women in 
Construction) golf 
tournament is the 
premier golfing event 
for women who are 
involved in the 
construction industry. 
  
No golfing 
experience is 
required; we play a 
"best ball" format and 
everyone is there to 
help each other. Last 
year's event was 
filled with fun, 
laughter and women 
making great 
connections. You can 
sign up your own 
foursome, or join up 
and we will place you 
with a fun group of 
golfers.  
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(Read the How to Mix 
Golf With Business in 
this newsletter.)  
  
Click here for the 
Registration Form.   
 
When: Thursday, 
August 13, 2009 
 
Where:  Savannah 
Golf Links, 1206 
Cheese Factory 
Road, Cambridge, 
ON. 
 
	
����
���������

����	����
��������
��������  

 
Cost:  $85/person for 
9 holes with 
dinner/cart. 
$105/person for 18 
holes with 
dinner/cart. and 
$45/person for dinner 
only. 
 
Tee Time:  1:00 pm 
for 18 holes, 3:00 pm 
for 9 holes. 
 
Dinner:  Steak 
dinner at 6:00 pm. 
 
Dress Code:  All 
shirts must have a 
collar.  No jeans or 
track pants allowed. 
 
Marie Sonnenberg, 
Executive Director 
of Merit OpenShop 
plays a lot of golf as 
part of her business 
networking. Here is 
her sound advice 
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for those who want 
to make golf a 
regular part of their 
networking:  
 
"A round of golf on a 
beautiful spring or 
summer day is a 
great opportunity to 
spend time with 
industry contacts and 
develop your 
relationship with 
them. You don't need 
to be a great or good 
golfer but you should 
know the rules and 
how to play the 
game. Lessons are 
an asset as well as 
joining a local ladies 
league at a course 
nearby, as you get 
lots of practice time 
in a fun environment 
with other women to 
help you - just don't 
rely on your spouse 
or friend to teach 
you, as you only get 
their bad habits!" 
 
Note: The WinC golf 
tournament 
welcomes golfers of 
ANY skill level 
(including no skill). 
This is a good 
opportunity to learn 
the game in a fun 
atmosphere.  
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Coming Soon  

This fall the updated 
Guide to Improving 

Cash Flow in the 
Construction Industry - 
CCA 28  will be available 

for publication.  This is 
something EVERYONE 

can use!   
 

Stay tuned for how to 
order your updated copy.

� ���
!��
�
��������
"����		������
#�$���%���
�

����	�	 �
0�	�����	�
 /0"'
��� .	����	�
���"�������
����	�
�	.�����	�
��
	������
����

��	�������
�����
���������' �

�����		��
�����	��� �

"��	��)���
���
'�����
������$���@ �

������
���.������	�0��������
0
��������
��"��
�����
������

�
����������.		�'�
�

6�����
���	��#��	�%D�00"�
�		��������	���' �

�0����	�
�

�0��3+4�3�0��
5�)����3 �

COCA along with the 
GVCA and the rest of 
its members are 
working diligently to 
press the 
Construction Lien Act 
reform issue with the 
Attorney's office (and 
the government).  
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This is an extremely 
important issue, 
which we will be 
reporting on in 
greater detail in the 
near future.�
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Are you missing out? Do your competitors know something 
you don't? 
 
As a member of the GVCA you already belong to Canada's 
top construction association (as voted by the Canadian 
Construction Association), but are you using all of its many 
services and products available? 
 

� Did you know that you can get instant access to 
project information from any computer? If you are at 
the cottage or enjoying the summer in "Puerto 
Backyardo", you can easily log on to the GVCA 
website to gain instant access to updates on project 
information including closing dates and times, bidders 
lists and addenda.  

� Uncover valuable industry intelligence (before the 
other guy) by logging on to the members-only service 
of the Crystal Ball report. If you do not have a 
username and password, contact the GVCA now and 
get hooked up. It's as easy as a click away. Don't wait 
for the Friday email of the Plans on Display to 
organize your week. There are a lot of changes to 
projects on a daily basis. Electronic access gives you 
the edge you need to succeed. 
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Did you enjoy your 
Canada Day?   
 
Perhaps most of you 
were at work 
because in an 
informal poll, we 
discovered that  
most job sites will 
close on Friday, July 
3, 2009. (There can 
never be enough 
long weekends!)  
 
Of course, many 
companies will 
conform to union 
standards for this 
holiday.  
 
No matter what day  
you celebrate,  
Canada is still the 
greatest place on 
the planet to live, 
work and play!  
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� Confused about documents? If you have questions 
on the language or the use of CCA and CCDC 
documents, call Martha at 519-622-4822. 

 
Take a Shot at MORE Success with EPR  
 
If you have even the slightest interest in seeing how the 
Electronic Plans Room can improve your business, contact 
Mike or Rob for a free trial membership. In the words of 
Wayne Gretzky, "You miss 100% of the shots you don't 
take."  Contact epr@gvca.org for your chance to score big.  
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Ken Richmond, founder of Richmond Insulation and a 
longtime visitor of the GVCA, died on June 10, 2009, in 
Brantford, Ontario. Ken will be sadly missed by his 
everyone who knew him. 
 
Tony Fackoury, of Fackoury's Building Supplies Ltd, 
passed away in June  2009. Tony was part of the 
construction industry all of his working life and was one of 
the first employees of Patene Building Supplies, a company 
that he helped grow to a multi-branch organization. He then 
helped his son, Mark, establish Fackoury's Building 
Supplies. Tony had many friends in the industry and will be 
missed. 
 
Ynze Flietstra, founder of Fliet Electric, died on June 17, 
2009. Ynze, a Master Electrician, will be fondly 
remembered by all who knew him.�
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